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Teacher Notes 

 
In this activity, I dropped some raisins in a 250ml beaker containing ~150 ml of Mountain Dew.  The 
raisins accumulate the air/CO2 bubbles on their surface from the carbonation of the soda and float to the 
top.  The bubbles then burst and the raisins sink to the bottom.  The raisins resemble living things!   
This activity will need least two class periods or 120 minutes. 
 
Hook:  I explain to the students that these were given to me by someone who said that these were 
Amazon River Fleas that remain dormant till they are submerged in monkey urine.  Their task is to use 
the scientific method to investigate this phenomenon. 
 
Prep:  Have the raisin and Mountain Dew setup on each lab table and ask the students to follow the 
worksheet to understand the process behind the scientific method. 
To test their hypothesis, the students will carry out an experiment.  You can either direct the students to 
use raisins and Mountain Dew or have them bring their own materials to experiment.  I have had success 
with both.  Many students actually figure out that they should do the experiment with regular versus flat 
Mountain Dew or regular raisins versus smooth raisins (they want to smooth it out themselves). 
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